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Besides defending the rationality of the operation, the author 
asserts that in exophthalmic goitre, as well as in ordinary large goitre, 
it will invariably diminish the size of the gland and remove in a large 
degree the danger of subsequent extirpation should such interference 
be afterwards necessary. Patrick. 

Intradural Section of the Spinal Nerves for Neuralgia. 

Robert Abbe, M.D., in the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, 
Oct. 1st, 1896, reports three cases in which parts of the posterior roots 
of the brachial plexus were divided or resected at their intradural 
origin from the cord for severe and persistent neuralgia. A fourth case 
in which the four lumbar posterior roots and one upper sacral were 
divided, is also reported from St. George’s Hospital, London, operated 
on by Mr. Bennett. In all three was marked improvement afforded in 
the relief of pain, and Dr. Abbe’s conclusions are epitomized as fol¬ 
lows:— 

“A comparatively new and interesting field of work is opened by 
these few cases. 

“ Thus far, even in weak patients, the operation has been devoid 
of risk. 

“ It is sound in theory, and has yielded enough results to show 
that it may become a meritorious operation. 

“ It should be resorted to early in cases of ascending neuritis 
which have heretofore been subjected to successive nerve-stretching 
and resection, and finally amputation, uniformly without benefit. 

■ “ The experimental and practical evidence shows that two addi¬ 
tional roots higher up than the apparent origin of pain should be in¬ 
cluded. 

“ There ought to be no risk in severing the posterior roots of the 
third and fourth cervical, as well as those to the brachial plexus, 
simply because they supply the phrenic, inasmuch as that needs motor 
supply only, and at best it has the opposite phrenic in reserve.” 

Shively. 

Treatment of Refractory Neuralgia by Intradural Resection 
of the Posterior Roots. 

Dr. Chipault exhibited at the Academie de Medecine (Medical 
Week, Jan. 22d, 1897) a patient who was operated upon for the relief 
of severe neuralgia in the right upper limb, by intradural resection 
of the eighth right posterior cervical root, the pain clearly and persist¬ 
ently manifesting itself in the domain of this nerve. The patient was 
completely cured, and inasmuch as the recovery had been maintained 
for two years, it may be considered as definite. No functional disturb¬ 
ance, either motor or sensory, followed the operation; hyperaesthesia 
persisted barely during twenty-four hours in the area supplied by the 
divided nerve. " Mitchell. 

Resection of the Ulnar and Median Nerves for the Relief 
of Generalized Neuromata. 

Dr. Pean showed at the Academie de Medecine (Medical Week, 
Jan. 22d, 1897) a man, twenty-five years of age, suffering from general¬ 
ized neuromata, in whom Dr. P. had resected a large part of the 
median and ulnar nerves. This operation, as usual, was followed by 
complete paralysis and anaesthesia in the domain of the nerves; but 
movement and sensation were gradually restored. At the time of the 
exhibition the patient experienced no difficulty in the use of his arm, 
except a little in the thumb. This was ten months after the operation 
and there had been no recurrence. All the neuromata which existed 
on the forearm and in the supraclavicular region had become atrophied 
and disappeared after the operation. Mitchell. 

Animal Extracts in the Treatment of Mental Disease. (Discus- 
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sion in the British Medical Association. Brit. Med. Jour.. Sept. 

26th, 1896.) 

Alexander Robertson opened the discussion and reported on the 
use of fresh sheep’s brain, cerebrinin (an extract of the cortex), thyroid 
extract, thymus gland, and testicular liquid. Here and there a rather 
striking improvement was noted, but on the whole the results were 
far from encouraging. 

Farquharson had given thyroid to 13 cases of insanity, 5 of mania, 
7 of melancholia, 1 of slight dementia. Besides the ordinary somatic 
signs of thyroid administration, there was nearly in every case some 
notable change in the menal state; sometimes for better, sometimes 
for worse, sometimes simply a change in charater without notable 
improvement or deterioration. The ultimate benefit was practically 
nil. 

McPhail had used thyroid in about 50 cases and had no doubt that 
in certain cases it was a most valuable therapeutic agent. There was 
a mental change in all the cases—in some slight, in others temporary, 
while in a few the change was little short of marvellous. He could go 
to the length of saying that we were not justified in considering cer¬ 
tain cases chronic after a year or eighteen months without giving 
them the chance of undergoing thyroid treatment. His limited use of 
cerebrinin and thymus had been without beneficial result. 

Bruce had treated three carefully observed cases with cerebrinin, 
—30-grain doses of dry cortical tabloids per day. No good results 
were obtained and no pharmacological action was observed. He 
reported the results of Dr. Easterbrook’s treatment of over twenty 
cases with ovarin and epididymin, and ten cases with suprarenal tab¬ 
loids. The results were entirely negative, except that one case of ado¬ 
lescent mania treated with suprarenal tabloids terminated suddenly. 
That the treatment had anything to do with this is very doubtful, as 
the same treatment in two similar cases was entirely without result. 
He himself had no doubt whatever of the efficacy of thyroid treatment 
in certain cases of insanity. He instanced the case of a patient who 
had been ill more than two years, and who was regarded as demented. 
Within five days after the commencement of treatment she showed symp¬ 
toms of improvement, and within fourteen days after treatment was 
discontinued, she was practically recovered, and was discharged in 
three months. He regarded thyroid as of great value in cases of an¬ 
ergic stupor, as a diagnostic between cases of stupor and dementia, 
and as a diagnostic of curability, as he had never seen any case recover 
which had not shown some improvement under thyroid treatment. 
In climacteric, lactational and puerperal cases, where there was a tend¬ 
ency to chronicity, the drug was also of value. 

Clouston had used thyroid for two years, and had found the thera¬ 
peutic effect to be very good in a certain number of cases. In a few 
it seemed to work a miracle. He mentioned the case of a lady who 
suffered from adolescent mania, and who after a time sank into" what 
appeared to be confirmed typical secondary dementia. She remained 
in this state of mental dissolution for over two years, when she was 
especially sent to the asylum to undergo thyroid treatment. She was 
first placed under ordinary hygienic treatment, but did not improve. 
She was then given thyroid treatment, and within ten days after it had 
begun, she began to waken up in her mind, and her habits improved. 
She became intelligent, her memory improved, social instincts returned, 
and within two months she was perfectly well, not only in his judg¬ 
ment, but in that of her family, doctor and relatives. For six months 
now she had remained well. After such a case, and considering that 
he had had similar results in other cases, he defied any man to say that 
the thyroid treatment was of no use in certain forms of insanity. The 
man who neglected this treatment in such cases could nob be said to 
give his patients the best chance they were entitled to. 
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Urquhart related a somewhat similar case, 

Carlyle Johnston had tried thyroid treatment in eight cases, and 
his results had been entirely negative. Patrick (Chicago). 

Serum in Mania. 

Prof. Mariet and Mr. Vires (Medical Week, Sept. 4th, 1896) 
repored to the French Congress of Internal Medicin a very extraordi¬ 
nary piece of treatment. They injected serum, how prepared is not 
mentioned, from a “ maniac ” who had recoverd, into two female pa¬ 
tients suffering from severe mania. In the first case each injection was 
followed by marked drowsiness, but no further effect. In the second 
patient twenty injections were given of 5 c. c. each, followed on each 
occasion by phenomena simulating drunkenness and deep sleep. The 
condition improved after each injection, but the excitement returned 
later. A second series of injections of 20 c. c. in twenty-four hours 
was given. The improvement which followed was permanent, and 
the patient completely recovered. The matter is so briefly reported 
it is impossible to judge whether the results were due simply to im¬ 
proved nutrition, but how this should have been brought about seems 
obscure. The reporters believe that the hypnogenic properties of the 
serum are worth considering. Mitchell. 

Insomnia of Neurasthenia. 

Monin (Independence Med., July 1st, 1896, N. Y. Med. Jour., Aug. 
8th, 1896) says the following mixture is well borne for a long time: 

Paraldehyde.38 grains 

FI. ext. piscidia.75 grains 

Syr. cherry laurel.750 grains 

One dose to be taken diluted. Patrick (Chicago). 

Treatment of Spasmodic Torticollis. 

In the American Journal of the Medical Societies for July, 1896, 
Dr. Maurice H. Richardson and Dr. George L. Walton publish these 
additional cases treated by radical operation. In their first case the 
operation consisted of a long open incision, by which practically every 
contracted muscle was divided. The posterior branches of the upper 
four cervical nerves were cut and evulsed. The muscles af¬ 
fected were the trepezius, the complexus, the splenius capitis,, the 
trachelo-mastoid, the obliquus inferior, the omohyoid and the sterno- 
mastoid. The deep muscles inserted into the upper cervical vertebrae 
—the levator anguli scapulae and the scalini—-were found slightly con¬ 
tracted, but were not cut. The patient was entirely cured. In the 
second case, the first operation consisting of excision of an inch of 
the left spinal accessory nerve, was followed by recurrence of symp¬ 
toms after temporary improvement. A second operation was done, 
dividing the posterior muscles and nerves, as in the first case. There 
was immediate relief, but after some months there was a return of 
slight spasm in the left sterno-mastoid muscle. A third operation was 
performed. It was found that the nerve had become restored at points 
of division at previous operation. The nerve was extensively de¬ 
stroyed'and the muscle partially severed. This operation removed 
the last traces of spasm. In their third case reported, a long in¬ 
cision was made from the occiput toward the scapula parallel with the 
fibres of the trapezius. The muscles were separated and divided until 
the posterior branches of the four upper cervical nerves were found, 
of which all the branches were evulsed, including the great occipital. 
Most of the muscles were also cut across, the trachelo-mastoid alone 
remaining intact. This last case was greatly improved but not en¬ 
tirely relieved from spasm by the operation. 

In view of a recent discussion of this subject, renewed hope of the 






